Sermon Notes

ITHACA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
___

Connecting with our community by
offering hope and purpose in Christ.
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February 2022
“The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith” is a visual
introduction to the core beliefs of the Christian faith. While it
assumes no background knowledge of the scriptures or church
teachings, this eight-week study is stocked with rich explanation
and engaging videos that bring catechesis to life for people of
all ages, backgrounds, and stops along their spiritual journey.

___

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE
Pursuing higher education? Applications for the
Shaw-Passenger Memorial Scholarship, the Roy & Thelma
Sanderson Memorial Scholarship, and the Jeanne & Nyal Flegel
Memorial Scholarship are available to high school seniors and
college students. They can be picked up on the round table in the
church lobby and will need to be returned by April 15, 2022.
Ithaca UMC is grateful to Fred and Ruth Passenger, Roy and
Thelma Sanderson, and Nyal and Jeanne Flegel for making it
possible for area high school seniors and college students to begin
or continue their education. Over the last 40 years, these families
have greatly contributed to educational expenses for many
students. Well over $85,000 has been distributed to help support
more than 60 students to reach their educational goals.

The Mission Field
Do you see a need that has gone unmet? We’re looking for a
few outwardly-focused ministry ideas. If you have any suggestions
for how Ithaca UMC can connect with the community to offer hope
and purpose in Christ, please get in touch with one of the members
of the Leadership Board: Pastor Gary Simmons, Mark Monroe,
Ben Bates, Jim Bowen, Joelle Gibson, Keegan Hartman,
Glenda Konecny, Scott Merchant, and Anna Rittersdorf.

1) Pick up a book at no cost to you.
2) Join one of our many small groups.
3) Grow deeper in your faith and develop
a more intimate relationship with God
as you get to know Him better.

Gather for Worship

Upcoming Events

Children’s Church at 10:30 AM during Worship Service
All children preschool - 6th grade are welcome. Pastor Gary will
dismiss them to the education wing for a Christ-centered experience
geared for them. Please retrieve your children following the service.

Leadership Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 16th at 6:30 PM in the
church basement. Open to anyone who
would like to attend and observe the
discussion.

Cry Room and Nursery Care
Available during Sunday worship service for children 3 years
old and under. Both are located in the education wing and the
nursery is staffed by volunteers on a rotating schedule. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding the nursery or if you’d like to
volunteer, please contact Deana Schaffer at 989-576-1765.

Repurposing the Education Wing
Over the course of the next month or two, we’ll be redefining
our utilization of the Sunday School classrooms. If you’d be
interested in helping out, call Joelle Gibson at 989-388-2830.

Assisted Listening System
A “Hearing Loop” is provided in this sanctuary for the benefit of
hearing aid users. To use this service, please switch to “T”.

STAY Connected

Questions to ask? Announcements to make?
E-mail: Connect@IthacaUMC.org
Phone: 989-875-4313 (Leave a message)
Church Office: Currently Unstaffed
Join the Prayer Chain: Prayer@IthacaUMC.org
Sermons, calendar, and much more online!
Website: www.IthacaUMC.org
FB & Insta: @IthacaUnitedMethodistChurch
YouTube: Ithaca UMC Worship

Facebook
Instagram
Website

Contact Pastor Gary
Parsonage: 989-875-3086
E-mail: PastorGarySimmons@Gmail.com

If you would like to be a greeter on Sunday mornings, please call
Mary Hall at 989-285-4461. Participate as little or as much as you’d
like. We are also looking for volunteers to prepare and put away
the Hospitality Table on Sunday mornings. If you have questions,
please call Mary Hall at 989-285-4461. To sign up, call Judi Snyder
at 989-388-6821.

FAITH@HOME

YouTube

Senior Pastor: Gary Simmons
Assistant to the Pastor: Mark Monroe
Worship Leader: Keegan Hartman

FRIENDLY FACES

Small groups are a great way to build authentic relationships with
other Christ followers and dive deeper in discipleship. If you’d like to
take this opportunity to grow in your faith and experience Christian
camaraderie, we encourage you to join an existing small group or
start one of your own. Please contact Mark Monroe at 989-506-7996
or Ken Gibson at 989-388-2831.

Who Are We?
“The church is a community of Christians living as the
on-the-ground expression of the supremacy of Jesus by advancing
his gospel in distance and depth. As the on-the-ground expression,
and since gospel advance happens in distance, the local nature of the
church is indispensable. The church is the place ‘the here and now’
of Jesus’s new creation reign in an old creation world.
As the assembly of those made new in Christ, we come together
in space and time, and we make Jesus known in those blessed
limitations. Advancing the gospel in distance means we cross the
street, and the oceans, to tell others the good news. It means we go
out there into the darkness with the light of God’s love.”
- Jonathan Parnell (From Desiring God Ministries)

